A preliminary investigation of dental disease in children with HIV infection.
To establish the levels of dental caries and gingivitis in a group of HIV-positive children. The study group comprised 35 children with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus attending The Great Ormond Street Hospital For Children. Outcome measures included the number of decayed, missing and filled teeth and surfaces in both the primary and permanent dentitions; plaque and gingivitis scores. The children included 18 boys and 17 girls. They were aged from 6 months to 18 years, with 17 aged 5 years or less and 15 aged 6 years or older. Twenty-four of the 35 children had some caries experience. The mean DMFT was 4.4 and for those with permanent teeth the mean DMFT was 0.7. Mean plaque and gingivitis scores were 16.7 and 5.1 for plaque and gingivitis adjacent to primary teeth and 8.0 and 5.7 for that related to permanent teeth. There is a significant treatment need for children with HIV.